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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips every weekend, ranging from easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness and experience required). We also 
organise instructional courses and hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate, with a $5 discount for members 
who opt to obtain this newsletter 
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

Obituaries 
Gladys Goodall (02 June 1908 - 23 March 2015) – Recently passed away aged 106, 
Gladys was if not quite a founding member, a very early member of the Christchurch Tramp-
ing Club. She attended the 75th anniversary in April 2007, when she was 98. Born in Puketi 
30km inland from Balclutha, she later trained to become a nurse, and went tramping and 
climbing in the Southern Alps in her spare time. This allowed her to indulge her passion for 
photography. When her husband Stan became a tour bus driver, they combined their inter-
ests with him selling her prints to passengers. Increasing demand drew her into setting up 
her own business. Later, with the advent of colour photography, she worked for Whitcombe 
& Tombs travelling up and down the country by car, recording scenery for her tourist post-
cards. One notable image was taken from inside the Homer Tunnel. Sometimes she had to 
arrange the “elements”, such as asking a train crew to shovel extra coal on to create a plume 
of black smoke billowing out of the locomotive on the way to Arthur's Pass. One of her fa-
vourite photos was of Lake Wanaka. She drove her own car till she was 100. A special 
limited edition of 100 numbered postcards were issued on her 100th birthday. For more in-
formation please see: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlscant/goodall.htm 

Garry River crossing 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlscant/goodall.htm
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Calendar of trips and Social Events 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or 
Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact 
the trip leader in advance. 

CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip 
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club 
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names 
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will 
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start 
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved 
ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at Room KA04, Kirkwood Village, the University 
of Canterbury. For a map go to www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety 
of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  
If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor 980-8224 or email 
kate-taylor@clear.net.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is 
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 

 

Wednesday 27 May Club Night 

Newsletter Folding: Please come along to help with the monthly mail out of our 
newsletter. Be the first to find out what the latest trips are. Bring along your future trip 
planning ideas to give to the Trip Organisers. *PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG OR 
CUP if you would like a cup of tea or coffee. The club is currently several mugs (and a sink 
and running water) short of a full kitchen*. 

 

Saturday 30 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081 
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz 

Mt Williams: We'll cross the Bealey and then the Mingha River, 
then follow the Edwards River to Edwards Hut. From there we'll 
climb steeply to Williams Saddle then more gradually along the long 
ridge over Pt 1560 m to the summit of Mt Williams (1718 m). The 
return will take us back along the ridge to just short of Pt 1560 m, 
then descend west through the bush to the Mingha, which we will 
follow back to the car(s). There may be an early start so make sure 
you contact the leader. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 28 May 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30 

 

http://www.ctc.org.nz/
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Long Weekend 30 May-1 June Queens 
Birthday weekend  
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Tomyu Hu 03 3433 887 
tomyuhu@gmail.com 

Mueller Hut: A trip to popular Mueller Hut, in Mt Cook National 
Park. Leave Friday evening. Saturday involves 1100 metre climb. 
Sunday we can do a side trip to Mounts Kitchener or Annette, 
Monday return home. Schedule is weather dependent. If the 
weather is marginal we may drop the middle day and just make it a 
two day trip only. Staying in the huts for 3 nights from Friday through 
to Sunday night will be $95 or camping for 3 nights will be 
approximately half the cost of hut fees, but it will be cold. Depending 
on how much snow falls prior to the trip ice axe and crampons may 
be required. Discuss with leader. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 21 May 

Map: BX15 BY15 

Approx: $50+Accom 

 

Wednesday 3 June Club Night 

Second Hand Tramping Gear Sell, Trade and Exchange: Time to clean out those 
tramping gear cupboards and rooms. Bring your second hand tramping gear to sell, trade 
or exchange. The club will also have excess gear on sale. Bring cash or your phones and 
account numbers to make direct debit payments.  

 

Saturday 6 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Rakaia Exploring - North Bank (495m): Another of Bruce’s river 
exploring, with dry feet this time and a cafe (HOT drinks & food) in 
the middle. Mostly on river flats with the occasional little uppey bits. 
Great views of Mount Hut, Black Hill ranges and the Rakaia river. 
Lunch at Terrace Downs for those who wish. Height gain negative. 
Accompanied kids ok. Time 5hrs (excluding cafe stop). 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 4 Jun 

Map: BX20 

Approx: $20 

 

Saturday 6 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081  
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz 

Black Range / Mt Misery: We'll start from the West Coast Road 
bridge over Broad Stream just before the Bealey settlement. We'll 
head up Broad Stream, then McKay Stream, climbing out on the true 
right to the more northerly of the two Pts 1854 m. From there we'll 
follow the ridge over Pt 1911 m to Mt Misery, then descend directly 
to the West Coast Road. There is likely to be an early start, so make 
sure that you contact the leader. 

Grade: ModHard 

Closes: 4 Jun 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30 
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Weekend 6-7 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Bill Johnson 
bill@billjohnson.co.nz 

Cloudy Peak: Cloudy Peak is an imposing buttress of remarkably 
sound (for NZ) rock offering multi pitch rock climbs. For those of us 
less inclined to the vertical there is a handy scree run with some 
easier scrambling that tramper types can ascend to get to the 
summit. And it’s worth the slog up the scree as Cloudy Peak at 
2403m is higher than pretty much everything on the Main Divide 
between it and the Tasman sea. So, weather permitting, the views 
are superb. There will be a crossing of the Clyde River so wet feet 
are also on the menu, and camping will be chilly so come prepared. 

Grade: ModHard to 
Hardish 
depending 
on route 

Closes: 28 May 

Map: BX18 BX17 

Approx: $35 

 

Sunday 7 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
trampgeek@gmail.com 

Bobs Knob via Lake Rubicon: Lake Rubicon is a pretty little body 
of water tucked amongst the foothills south of Mt Torlesse. We 
intend to reach it starting from Brooksdale Road and walking along 
a tributary to the Rubicon River (after "crossing the Rubicon" itself). 
From the western end of the lake we'll climb a spur to Pt 1261 m 
then turn south west to Pt 1220 m, popularly known as Bobs Knob. 
It's then a short descent down a scree slope and a dogleg spur to 
the Big Tree parking area where a conveniently enshuffled car will 
be awaiting us. 

Grade: EasyMod+ 

Closes: 4 Jun 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $15 

 

 

Saturday 13 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Coleridge Basin - Kaka Hill (994m): A pretty little topographical 
protuberance along the NE edge of Lake Coleridge. There are 
plenty of more strenuous trips out this way but this is a great 
opportunity to experience this very spectacular tramping area in 
more relaxed mode It really is a stunning area and the longer drive 
is worth it just to see Lake Coleridge if you've never been there 
before, let alone the social delights of a CTC trip... Ideal for 
accompanied kids but contact leader first. Height 994m. (~270m 
height gain) Time 4Hrs. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 11 Jun 

Map: BW20 

Approx: $20 

 
  

Wednesday 10 June Club Night 

Practical First Aid for Trampers: General Practitioner Doc Gort Stephan will be 
demonstrating a number of useful first aid techniques for trampers. Feel free to bring your 
normal tramping first aid kits so Gort can advise what these could be useful for. Also bring, 
if you have, any old tape (strapping, masking, packaging or other) and old sleeping mats 
for cutting up as you will have the chance to practice. We will also open one of the club's 
first aid kits to see how it can be used. Bring any questions you may have. A fun and 
practical night for all. 
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Saturday 13 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Tiromoana Bush: This easy trip follows a walkway to the east of 
the Kate Valley Landfill. The track loops around from Mt Cass Road 
to a cliff lookout (Tiromoana means "view of the sea"). We will go to 
a beach, then up to Ella Peak Scenic Reserve and return via the 
Ella Ponds Wetlands, which are being protected and restored. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 11 Jun 

Map: BV25 

Approx: $20 

 

Weekend 13-14 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Edwards Hut and Mt Scott: Meet at the Papanui Z station on 
Friday 12 June 2015 at 7pm, head to the club's hut for the night. On 
Saturday morning, an easy start to the day, heading to Edward's 
Hut (sleeps 14), has a wood stove and is about 5 hours in from the 
road. On Sunday if weather permitting, ascend Mt Scott (2009m) 
from the river valley north of Edwards Hut entailing about 1000m 
height gain. Walk out that day. Ice axe, crampons and helmet 
required. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 4 Jun 

Map: BV20 BV21 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees 

 

 

Sunday 14 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Banks Peninsula - Prices Valley (600m): A circuit in Prices Valley 
on a farm track that links up to a previous CTC's Highbare Peak 
tramp. Views over lake Ellesmere and the Southern Plains. Suitable 
for Accompanied Kids but contact leader first. Time: 5hrs. Height: 
600m. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 11 Jun 

Map:  

Approx: $10 

 

Wednesday 17 June Club Night 

Euchre Ladder Night: Come play this classic Hut card game with your buddy trampers. It 
will be a short game format of best of 3 points. 4 handed so you will play with a partner. 
Winners move up a table, Losers move down and you will be changing partners each 
round. A great way to interact with other members. There will also be a learners table for 
those who would like to learn this easy game so you are prepared for your next Hut tramp. 
Please bring your packs of cards if you have some.  

 
  

Weekend 13-14 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Gareth Gilbert 981-1737 
gilbert.gareth@gmail.com 

Otehake Hot Pools: This is a classic club trip to the Otehake Hot 
Pools. After crossing the Otira River it is an easy stroll along the 
Taramakau and up to Lake Kaurapataka. The flood track along the 
Otehake River is a bit challenging but we might be able to follow the 
river if we are lucky. There is a great camp site on an island next to 
the pools. On Sunday it is either the same way back or we follow 
the Otehake all the way downstream to the Taramakau. 

Grade: EasyMod 

Closes: 4 Jun 

Map: BU20 BU21 

Approx: $40 
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Saturday 20 June Club Night 

Mid Winter Breakfast: An annual favourite. Come enjoy a porridge and milk powder free 
breakfast with your fellow trampers. 0830 am Chateau on the Park. Fully cooked and 
continental available, under $20. Loo loo award also presented. Please RSVP to Kate 
Taylor at katet5003@gmail.com or 0273 265 497 or 9808 224 by 15 June. 

 

Saturday 20 June, 11am start 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

MIDWINTER BREAKFAST TRAMP: Port Hills – Bruce’s Cafe stop 
(445m): After midwinter celebratory breakfeast with all its excesses 
a wee walk on the Port Hills with an en-route coffee stop AND 
another at the finish. For the brave there will be an opportunity for 
midwinter dip! Views over Littleton Harbour and Christchurch north 
over the Canterbury Plains. Suitable for Accompanied Kids & 
buggies ok but contact leader first. Time: 3hrs (excluding cafe 
stops). 

NOTE STARTING TIMES AND PLACES: 

Chateau on the Park: 10.30 am after breakfast 

Princess Margaret Hospital: Cashmere Rd opposite Bengal Dr at 
10.45 am 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 18 Jun 

Map: BX24 

Approx: $5 

 

Saturday 20 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Mt Alford: At 1171 m, this minor peak is in the Alford Range, half 
way between Mts Hutt and Somers. We will access it via an 
easement across private land and then through the Alford Scenic 
Reserve - small, but includes some good stands of beech. There is 
a 4WD track up part of the way to about 900 m and then a route 
through sub alpine vegetation to the summit which affords great 
views of the surrounding area. 600 m height gain. Return the same 
way. 

Grade: EasyMod 

Closes: 18 Jun 

Map: BX20 

Approx: $20 

 

Weekend 20-21 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847 
shaunwong@mail.com 

Carroll Hut, Kelly Range and Kellys Hill Peak: 8am departure 
from Z Papanui Station. Start from Otira Highway with a slow climb 
up Carroll Hut with a height gain of 765m. If time permits a climb to 
Kellys Hill Peak on Saturday, or otherwise Sunday. On Sunday, 
depending on the weather and depending on the groups feeling, 
either track down or via Kelly Range and Hunt Saddle and back. 

Grade: Easy Mod 

Closes: 11 Jun 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 + hut 
fees 
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Sunday 21 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Banks Peninsula - French Hill (815m): Had a request for this one 
which the club hasn't done for some time. Starting from Hilltop 
Tavern we will travel south along the ridge to French Hill then 
descend down to Okuti Valley via farm tracks and the Okuti 
Reserve. Views over Akarora Harbour and its surrounding hills 
whilst the Other direction over Okuti Valley, Lake Forsyth, the 
southern plains. Suitable for accompanied kids but contact leader 
first. Time: 5hrs. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 18 Jun 

Map: BX25 BY25 

Approx: $10 

 

Wednesday 24 June  

Newsletter Folding Night and Trip Planning: Come along chat, help with folding club 
newsletters and have the opportunity to help plan tramps. Bring your maps and ideas 

 

Saturday 27 June Early start (7am)  
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081  
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz 

Mt Binser Loop: Mt Binser is an impressive three-peaked block 
on the true left of the Waimakariri between that river and its con-
fluences with the Hawdon and Poulter Rivers. The intended route 
is the conventional one: up through the bush along the Casey-
Binser Track to Binser Saddle, then striking steeply up to the north 
peak at 1753 m. For there, it's another 2 km to over the middle 
peak to the high point at 1860 m. The easiest return is down a 
steep south-westerly ridge to the Mt White Road at Poverty Flat. 
Then walk back along the road to the cars. This will be a longish 
day and requires a reasonable level of fitness. Note the early (7 
am) departure time. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 25 Jun 

Map: BV21  

Approx: $30 

 

 

Weekend 27-28 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

Basic Snow Craft: This will be the first basic snow craft course of 
the season. We will stay Friday and Saturday night in the club hut 
at Arthur's Pass, foraying out both days to suitable slopes to 
practice the basics in the use of ice-axe and crampons. There are 
limited places, so book early. For club members only. Ice axes, 
crampons and helmets will be taken care of by the trip leader and 
handed out/adjusted at the club hut. 

Grade: Training 

Closes: 18 Jun 

Map:  

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees 

 

Saturday 27 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

North Canterbury - Mount Hilton (621m): Starting at Mount 
Hilton's homestead we follow farm tracks to the top for lunch 
returning to the cars via another route. Views across Masons Flats, 
Cavendish Hills and the Waipara River North Branch. Suitable for 
Accompanied Kids but contact leader first. Time: 4hrs. Height: 
621m 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 25 Jun 

Map: BV23 

Approx: $20 
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Weekend 27-28 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Kirwans Hut - A Northern West Coast Adventure: 8 am start from 
Papanui to Reefton. Start at Capleston with a slow tramp to Kirwans 
Hut and summit at 1297m, a 1050m height gain. Tramp back via 
Waitahu River and stop by Cobden for some fantastic fish and 
chips. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 18 Jun 

Map: BS21 BS22 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees 

 

Sunday 28 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Sumner/Godley Head/Taylors Mistake: This trip on the Port Hills 
will start on the Captain Thomas Track from Sumner up to Evans 
Pass - around 200 m height gain. Once on top, we can have a great 
tramp out to Godley Head to explore the gun emplacements, before 
dropping down to Boulder Bay for lunch. From there, it is on to 
Taylors Mistake and the Sumner Bluffs Track (part of which is still 
closed) back to Sumner. Round trip around 10 km, 5 - 6 hours. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 25 Jun 

Map: BX25 

Approx: $5 

 

 

Weekend 4-5 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Toni Bachvarova 0273153496 
theeeyorefan@gmail.com  

Lake Man and Doubtful Range via Doubtful River: Meet at Z 
Papanui at 8am followed by a drive to Boyle Village. Start the tramp 
from the engineer’s camp along doubtful river and up to Lake Man 
and Doubtful Range with a height gain of 1200m with a stay at Lake 
Man Bivouac. Enjoy the view of the area and Lake Sumner. 

Grade: ModHard 

  

Map: BU22 BU23 

Approx: $25 + Hut 
Fees 

 

Sunday 5 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Rakaia Gorge Walkway/Terrace Downs: This is a nice easy trip, 
mainly following the cliffs and river terraces above the gorge, giving 
great views of the gorge and surrounding landscape. The walkway 
starts in farmland, then enters areas of regenerating native bush. 
We will make a short detour to Terrace Downs for morning tea and 
re-join the walkway at the end where there is a good viewpoint. A 
short loop takes us down to the Rakaia itself and we return the 
same way, passing the disused Snowdon Coalmine. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 2 Jul 

Map: BX20 

Approx: $20 

 

Saturday 4 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Bullock Hill (998m) and a few more: Located up beside the 
Waimakariri River this small bump is then followed by a few more, 
Maygog, Ogg & Gog, as we traverse along beside the Waimakariri 
River above with its gorge on one side and the Transalpine Rail on 
the other. Views of the Poulter confluence area and the Torlesse 
Range round to the Polar Range. Terrain rolling hill country mostly 
off track on alpine farm country. Time: 5-6hrs. Height 998m. 
Accompanied Kids OK but contact leader first. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 2 Jul 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $25 
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Saturday 11 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Port Hills - Somwhere: Requests invited, or there are options I can 
dream up, so it’s pot luck and will announce route at club night. 
Views over Lyttelton Harbour and Christchurch north over the 
Canterbury Plains. MAYBE Suitable for Accompanied Kids but 
contact leader first. Time: 4hrs. Height: 500max. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 9 Jul 

Map: BX24 

Approx: $5 

 

 

Sunday 12 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Banks Peninsula - Purau Stream (400m): A tramp up a bush lined 
stream in a loop on farm track. Returning on another. Accompanied 
Kids ok but contact leader first. Time: 4hrs. Height:~500max 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 9 Jul 

Map: BX24 

Approx: $5 
 

Saturday 18 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Kennedy's Track/Mt Ada/Sign of the Bellbird: Details to follow in 
July newsletter 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 16 Jul 

Map:  

Approx:  
 

Weekend 18-19 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bill Johnson 
bill@billjohnson.co.nz 

Myrmidon Peak via Mesopotamia: Departure from Papanui at 
8am heading to Mesopotamia. Start at the base of Rangitata 
heading to Black Birch Cheek to Myrmidon Peak, setup base camp 
and traverse up Myrmidon Peak at 2474m the following day (total 
height gain of 1974m). 

Grade: Hard 

Closes: 9 Jul 

Map: BX17 BX18 

Approx: $30 

 
  

Weekend 11-12 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 
n.sydorenko@hotmail.com 

Arthurs Pass Hut - Mid Winter Party: 8am start from Papanui. 
Stay at the club hut for a social weekend base camp style. Venture 
out from the hut however you are so inclined - maybe to the cafe 
for coffee - maybe up a 2,000 m peak; the options are open. 

Grade: All 

Closes: 2 Jul 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees 
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Weekend 25-26 July  
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com 

Double Hut and Mt Taylor Special: We'll leave Christchurch on 
Saturday morning then take a leisurely walk into Double Hut along 
the Swinn River Track, starting by Lake Hill carpark. We'll estab-
lish camp at Double Hut, enjoy the view and look for the rumoured 
Sir Edmond Hillary's graffiti in the character rustic muster hut with 
a wood burner heater. On the following day the Mod/Hard group 
will make an early start with light packs to Mt Taylor (2333 m) with 
a vertical gain of 1450 m. The easy group will take the track back 
past Isolated Hill. Two separate car groups and a second leader 
(any volunteers) would be ideal. 

Grade: Easy and 
Mod/Hard 

Closes: 16 Jul 

Map: BX19  

Approx: $30 

 

Long Weekend 7-9 August  
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 
adrian.busby1@gmail.com 

BASIC SNOW CRAFT COURSE - No. 2: Departing from the Z Sta-
tion at 7pm to the club's hut on Friday night. Adrian will run the sec-
ond Basic Snow Craft Course of the year. Come to a club meeting 
and get your name on that list or you can contact the leader to book 
your place as numbers are strictly limited and this course always fills 
up fast!!! 

Grade: Training 

Closes: 30 Jul 

Map: BV20  

Approx:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
From Mt Technical and The Apprentice 
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Trip Reports 
2-3 May 2015 

Mt Technical and The Apprentice 

Saturday started off with beautiful weather that stayed with us the entire weekend.  From 
the car park, we started with a steep climb through the trees on an easy track to get up 
above the bush line.  From there, we enjoyed the view as we walked along the tops towards 
our camp.  Towards the end of our day we were met with a steep icy slope with no easy way 
down.  After Natasha gave some instruction on life preservation with an ice axe, we 
descended down and found some fantastic camp sites among the tarns under The 
Apprentice.  Once we were all set up and well fed, the sun set and the temperature quickly 
dropped.  An imitation campfire kept us warm for a few minutes before most headed for 
bed.  6:30 pm seemed a bit too early for some, so the last five crammed into one tent for a 
bit of a chat before calling it around nine. 

Climbing Mt Technical 

A late start on Sunday got us to the ridge at eleven.  Four made their way to Apprentice and 
seven towards Technical on what we thought was a grade one scramble but turned out to 
be a grade three.  After a few hundred metres of difficult scrambling, three remained towards 
Technical while the rest caught up with the Apprentice party. The route got progressively 
more difficult, requiring new techniques and a strong stomach to get past some 
gendarmes.  But in the end it was not meant to be, and an impassable (without rope) dome 
some stopped us fifty metres from the summit.  An alternate route got us down much quicker, 
and we ended up walking into camp only a few minutes after the Apprentice party.   

After a quick tea and pack up we made our way back over the beautiful tops and towards 
the cars.  By the time we got to the descent through the trees, there were many sore pairs 
of knees so progress was slow, but we made it back to the cars just before dark and the cold 
set in.  All in all a fantastic trip. 

Participants: Natasha Sydorenko (leader), Joe McGirr, Megan Walker, Anthony Clark, Adam 
Burke, Elizabeth Eadon-Jones, David Selway, Jonathan Carr, Andy Pratt, Jennifer Bufford, 
Will Godsoe  
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9 May 2015 

Peak Hill 

On Sunday morning 16 keen trampers piled into four cars and set off in convoy, leaving a 
murky Christchurch morning. Our aim was the 1240m summit of Peak Hill, a large hill of ice 
sculptured greywacke bedrock beside lack Coleridge, and famed for its great view. 

By the time we reached Hororata, the clag had lifted and we enjoyed the sunshine. We took 
the Coleridge Road, a pleasant drive through sheep country with autumn colours in the 
poplar trees lining the road. We geared up amidst the traditional country smell of a nearby 
rotting silage heap. IT was a perfect autumn day, mild and not a breath of wind – quite 
remarkable for this area, where often any kind of walking is a stagger against the nor ’wester! 
Poly-props were cast aside and we leapt the new DOC stile and forayed into the Peak Hill 
Conservation Area. 

 

We made our way through grazing land, shooed off some cows, hopped over another stile 
and half an hour moderate climbing through tussock, Spaniard and matagouri saw us at a 
small saddle, where we caught up with the sunshine and good view of the lake and Rakaia 
plains. There was even an information panel about the Maori and European settlement of 
the area. A snack and some sunbathing was had – our hardy Italian Maurizio sunbathed 
topless but for the rest of us bare legs was enough to catch the vitamin D! After another 
good half an hour’s haul following the poled track, which went up the main ridge, we were 
at the summit cairn by noon and taking heaps of photos of the fabulous 360 degree view. 
Interestingly, most people used their cell phones to take pictures, not a conventional camera. 
We could see the Rakaia, Mathias and Wilberforce, all magnificent braided rivers, stretching 
back to the snow-capped Alps, and Lake Coleridge was sparkling like a brilliant blue jewel 
on our right. The Craigieburn Range and little remnant knolls of Mt Georgina etc. added to 
a stunning glacial landscape. Pip entertained us with the story of her cycle touring trip 
through Iran and the surrounding area. Anything seemed possible sitting up there, hardly a 
breath of wind and yes, Maurizio was sunbathing again. He is as tough as the numerous 
Spaniards in the surrounding subalpine vegetation! 
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Lunching with a view of Lake Coleridge 

Reluctantly we headed back down the same way about 1.30pm, and were back at the cars 
by 3pm. We stopped for refreshments at the Hororata café and wine bar. We coincided with 
a vintage Leyland car rally stop, so things were a bit crowded. Our Toyotas etc. looked very 
small beside the big Leylands. There was still enough sun to sit outside with our coffees, 
and we had a lively discussion on the pitfalls of progressive glasses. The verdict was that 
they’re not very good, and can give you vertigo when you wear them tramping, so using 2 
or 3 different pairs for different jobs is better (a pearl of wisdom for you younger ones for 
when things start getting blurry!) We were back in Christchurch by 5pm, and it was still 
gloomy and grey. Thanks to Mike for ordering the fine weather and leading this stunning day 
trip. 

They were: Mike Newlove (leader), Sam Newhouse, Sonya Wang, Julie Hayward, Aron 
Mead, Pip Hawkes, Rachel Innocente, Lovisa Eriksson, Kerrie Maynard, Scott Fowler, Cathy 
Basire, Maurizio Sirena, Susan Pearson, Mohammad Ayat, Raymond Begg and Kay Taylor 
(scribe). 

 

9 May 2015 

The Garry River 

The Nor’west conditions for Saturday were well signalled so I knew for several days that I 
was going to need to divert my Norma trip to an alternative destination.   At first I favoured 
a repeat trip to the Missing Link track that some club members had researched (provides a 
traverse option for Mt Thomas and Mt Richardson).  But when Bryce suggested exploring 
the Garry River I was immediately interested.  Where the Missing Link track crosses the 
Garry River, it is attractive and inviting creating a clear “follow me” temptation to any 
adventurous tramper.  The river also follows a path that brings it very close to the beginning 
of the Blow hard track – making a convenient round trip. 
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Twelve trampers were prepared to go on this adventure and there was some debate around 
the wisdom of going anticlockwise (up the river first) or clockwise (possibly getting stuck not 
being able to get down the river).   With questionable wisdom we decided on clockwise and 
set off up the track.   At around 11:15 we arrived at the Missing Link/Garry River intersection 
and stopped for smoko.  The sandflies soon had us up and moving down the river and we 
were immediately enchanted by a huge number of fantails darting about the river in front of 
us.  Why so many?  No one knew, surely not only due to the sandflies?   

All proceeded well for the next hour or so and then we had a lunch break and took stock of 
our progress.  We had travelled about ¼ of the distance we needed to go down the river and 
the going had been fairly straightforward through very attractive terrain.   Everyone seemed 
to be enjoying the change from climbing a mountain peak!  

The river did pass through some narrow gorgy sections with some lovely swimming 
pools.  However the water was cold and the day was not warm enough for people to 
voluntarily go for the swimming options.   Jonathon and Sonya were playing the game of 
seeing how long they could keep their feet dry – and were as a result doing a lot of 
scampering about and leaping from rock to rock.  Sonya was particularly skilled at this and 
will now be nick named “rock hopper”.  

 

Different river crossing techniques 

The rocky sections of the river slowed us down a bit and we made slower progress in the 
second and third hours in the river only making it about half way down the river by 
2:30pm.  Some of us were a wee bit concerned... but remained optimistic that the river would 
be easier going further down.  Chris on the other hand did his best to cause anxiety with his 
observation that since there were no fish there must be a big waterfall downstream 
somewhere stopping them swimming upstream.   

In one section of the river we came upon a relatively recently killed deer.  Perhaps it had 
been shot but had initially got away from its hunters only to die anyway in the stream. 

The river began to get easier as we approached the commercial forest blocks and on the 
true left of the river we were tempted by a forestry car park and road leading up out of it 
away from the river.  If the maps are to believed we could have abandoned the river at this 
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stage and walked on back on the road.  But this seemed too risky – the forest roads may 
not necessarily go where they seemed to go and we decided to stay in the river.   At this 
stage the beech forest banks of the river were giving way to gravelly terrace with weeds, 
gorse and blackberry making any attempt to walk out of the river short lived and 
frustrating.   Having kept her feet dry all this time, Sonya was finally driven into the river by 
this change in the riverscape. 

The guys at the front of the group spotted the clear exit (true right) that we were looking for 
at a bend in the river and 10 minutes later we were back at the cars.  Only 4:30pm, plenty 
of time to get to Rangiora for a coffee and cake.   The river travel had taken us 5 hours, 
more water in the river and it would have taken a lot longer.  A hotter day and it could have 
taken a lot longer too – time to enjoy the swimming holes.  

  

Trampers: Susan Pearson (scribe and leader (ish)), Kerrie Maynard, Sarah Chauvin, Sonya 
Wang (aka “Rockhopper”), Chris McGimpsey, Bryce Williamson, Richard Kimberley, 
Maurizio Sirena, Jonathon Carr, David Selway, Carolyn Solazzo, Chris Grant 

 

External Events 

FMC AGM Saturday 13th June 2015, Trevinos Conference Venue, 22 Riccarton Rd.  

The FMC AGM is open for club members to attend. Registration is at 9am, with the AGM 
and formalities to follow shortly afterwards. From 10.30am there will be formal speakers: 
FMC president (Robin McNeill), Director General of DOC (Lou Sanson) and Mick Abbot a 
writer for Wilderness, designer and researcher from Lincoln University. Following lunch 
(from approximately 1pm) there will be a series of workshops and presentations with rela-
tion to the theme: A Backcountry Partnership – Stewardship of our Hut and Track network. 
For more information please see the FMC information flyer located on their website: 
http://www.fmc.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/FMC-AGM-2015-Flyer.pdf 

  

http://www.fmc.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/FMC-AGM-2015-Flyer.pdf
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More about the CTC 
Club Officers 

President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Vice President: Andrea Zahn 382 1044 

Secretary: Angela Lowery 0220889370 

Treasurer: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 

Club Captain: Kate Taylor 980-8224 

New Members 
Rep: 

Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Day Trip 
Organiser: 

Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 

Overnight Trip 
Organiser: 

Shaun Wong 021 234 6847 

Social 
Convenor: 

Kate Taylor 980-8224 

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Editor: Karen Tait 0277291129 

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves 03 3770 161 

IT Convenor: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Access Officer Michele Hood 027 331 4779 

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book 
before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, phone 
Gareth Caves 377 0161; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, 
Rex Vink 3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 
kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut 
convenor, Gareth Caves. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of 
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is 
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club gear 
assigned to you is your responsibility; please 
take care of it. Please make sure you put tents 
inside your pack. Tents attached to the outside 
of your pack can be easily punctured when bush 
bashing or even lost. This may result in serious 
damage to your bank account! Please air and 
dry tents after taking them on a trip even if they 
are not used, and report any damage to the gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire: 

Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend 

Harnesses, snow 
shovel 

$4 per weekend 

Large/small weekend 
packs 

$2 per weekend 

Helmets Free 

Personal locator 
beacons 

Free 

 

 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor                
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 18 June 2015 – Thanks. 

 

 

mailto:editor@ctc.org.nz

